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SO WHAT?

Interviews with young adults have
begun to illuminate a more
complicated picture regarding risk
factors for entry into DMST/CSEC
than what research suggest. While
current research highlights
interactions with juvenile justice
systems as a severe risk factor for
DMST, 66% of young adults we
interviewed who were placed in
juvenile justice halls or residential
treatment programs recalled
experiencing "safety," "stability" or
"less stress" compared to "home."

Identifying risk factors is a crucial part
of understanding why DMST/CSEC
happens, and for developing
interventions to end it. However, risk
factors are not unidirectional
pathways to DMST/CSEC. Risk
factors for some were protective
factors for others -- pointing to a more
nuanced picture of what a "risk factor"
can be and how we think about them.
This nuance is critical for us to
consider when working with
individuals and/or on system-wide
interventions for ending DMST/CSEC,
as it reinforces the fact that there is




not a singular pathway to
DMST/CSEC.
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